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Why do we do what we do?  The Family Resource Center works with Families First of 

Mississippi to improve lives 

National Runaway Prevention Month 

Life can get complicated and, many times, these complications are sometimes because of choices made.  The 

difficulty could be that these choices are made because no other options seem available to the person making 

those choices. 

Stemming the suffering with prevention and prevention begins with awareness and awareness begins with 

teamwork.  Folks in the state of Mississippi are banding together to share vital information to all ages, to all social 

strata and to all regions with awareness, prevention and recovery programs.  The Family Resource Center of North 

Mississippi (FRC), headquartered in Tupelo, Mississippi, is working with Families First of Mississippi (FFM)to help to 

curb the bleeding of young people into areas of desperation and tragedy—and running away. 

November is Runaway Prevention Month and FRC is active at many levels to increase awareness about the many 

different issues that contribute to youth running away from home. Considering that:   

• One in seven young people between the ages of 10 and 18 will run away; 

• Youth aged 12 to 17 are more at risk of homelessness than adults; 

• 75 percent of runaways are female; 

• Estimates of the number of pregnant homeless girls are between 6 and 22 percent; 

• Between 20 and 40 percent of homeless youth identify as Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender or 

Questioning (GLBTQ); 

• 46 percent of runaway and homeless youth reported being physically abused, 38 percent reported being 

emotionally abused, and 17 percent reported being forced into unwanted sexual activity by a family or 

household member; 

• 75 percent of homeless or runaway youth have dropped out or will drop out of school; 
 [Source:  NCSL  National Conference of State Legislatures   http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-

services/homeless-and-runaway-youth.aspx] 

Almost half of all marriages in this country fail and many from these split couples remarry.  Blended families are 

sometimes a better family situation than any of its members have ever known.  Sometimes, these blends are not 

harmonious and some result in more problems than any could ever have experienced. 

When there are children present in tumultuous marriages (original or blended), few children escape without some 

trauma.   This can range from monetary insecurities or issues to devastating, life changing decisions.  The fact 

remains that life can be very complicated and these complications can lead to running away.  Domestic disharmony 

is only one reason for some of the runaways. 
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Young people could be reacting to bullying situations, to being victims or witnesses to domestic violence, found 

themselves caught in loop of addiction, or just caught in the middle of myriad of uncomfortable situations. 

FRC professionals are actively working to increase awareness in all these areas that complicate life, perform 

assessments on individual cases and refer to appropriate agencies when necessary.  They provide avenues for 

family life improvement, educational achievement, workforce programs and individual concentrated assistance 

when needs ae complicated or imminent. FRC with FFM offers many support and recuperative programs to not 

only increase awareness but to also assist in dealing with the lingering consequences of choices made when life 

becomes complicated.   

FRC and FFM does they do because their team of professionals cares about each individual and are extending a 

helping hands of support when support is needed.  Multiple centers across the state partner with DHS and other 

organizations to improve lives.  
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